338      UNDER FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
by the Japanese as one of courtesy and good-will, President, again and again in his public utteranc well as in his private statements at Cabinet meeting emphasized his view that a strong navy makes for ] And toasting the admirals and captains in the cabin Mayflower, he exclaimed:
"Is n't it magnificent? Nobody after this will : that the American coast is on the Pacific as well as ( Atlantic!"
The home-coming of the fleet was a most imp sight. The weather was beautiful, and altogethc function appeared as calm and peaceful as if it had a magnificent pleasure excursion, which indeed i proved to be.
On my return to America in the fall of 1913, there two notable questions that occupied the attenti President Wilson and Congress, in which as a pi citizen I had taken some part. I was soon invited 1; National Republican Club to take part in a him discussion of "Present World Problems," and th abled me to discuss a subject that had resulted in a, in the National Platform of the Progressive Party, American ships engaged in coastwise trade shall p tolls." As this question did not arise in the New State campaign, I had had no occasion to discuss it e on one occasion when I was asked what my stand was that subject, and I plainly stated that I did not fav< remission of tolls, as it conflicted with the spirit, with the express wording, of the Hay-Pauncefote T: and that I would only favor it in the event the qu< were left to arbitration and decided in our favor. I discussion I went somewhat fully into the subject, m it clear why I was not in favor of free tolls, and why that this voyage illustrated naturally had ts effect throughout the world. A strength that is not aenacing tends to allay menace. And in this instance he visit of the fleet to Japan was promptly interpretedy had grown, in the aort time since its organization, to a membership of over ve hundred. The various sessions were devoted to dis-ussions of international topics, and closed with a ban-uet presided over by Secretary Root, and addresses were lade by several speakers, including two former Secre-aries of State, namely, Richard Olney and John WAutobiography of Andrew Dickson White, vol. n, pp. 293-94.)him because he and Roosevelt were jaged almost the entire time in an animated conversa-Q, during which both remained standing. My impres-Q of the Prince was that he seemed tremendously im-
